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Summary: 

 [The author] writes a collection of short stories that span over the two years he 

lived in Berlin, the city becoming more of a home to him than anywhere else he lived, 

and also the experiences his grandfather and father had with their immigration to 

America. As a commentary on the beauty Berlin has to offer, [the author] challenges the 

complaints that some people pose with Berlin. Being Jewish, [the author] asks readers to 

not hold the current generation responsible for the crimes of their ancestors.  

 

Marketing: 

 [The author] describes this book as part travel anthology, part memoir, and I 

would agree. However, [the author’s] audience is not clearly defined, as he simply is 

writing about his experiences in Berlin.  

 

Comp Titles (Travel/Memoir):  

• The Best American Travel Writing 2017 by Lauren Collins and Jason Wilson 

(2017) 

• The Lonely Planet Travel Anthology: True stories from the world’s best writers  

by TC Boyle and Pico Iyer (2016) 

• Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J.D. Vance (2016) 

• Less: A Novel by Andrew Sean Greer (2017) 

• Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama 

(2007) 

• Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail by Cheryl Strayed (2013) 

• The Only Street in Paris: Life on the Rue des Martyrs by Elaine Sciolino (2015) 

• A Long Way Home: A Memoir by Saroo Brierley (2015)  

All of these travel books and memoirs share a similar story in that they all preach hope, 

and they have a strong underlining message or the authors have a revelation about 

themselves. There must be something compelling about a travel novel for it to sell. 

Similarly, an author must be famous enough or have an important enough story to tell to 

have a successful autobiography. [The author] strives for both of these accomplishments 

simultaneously, yet I feel as though he got lost in simply telling his own day-to-day story.  

 



Comp Titles (about Berlin): 

• In the Garden of the Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s 

Berlin by Erik Larson (2011) 

• Berlin: The Portrait of a City Through the Centuries by Rory MacLean (2014) 

• Berlin Calling: A Story of Anarchy, Music, The Wall, and the Birth of the New 

Berlin by Paul Hockenos (2017) 

These comp titles listed above show Berlin through the lens of a history novel. It seems 

like this is the direction [the author] is trying to go for, but in a more discrete way. He 

wants to share the history of Berlin and what it has become, but more from his own 

perspective on present-day Berlin.  

 

Reader’s Response:  

 

 The text is very well written, and it is clear that [the author] has wonderful story-

telling abilities. However, there were always those moments when I was reading it when I 

asked myself, “Why would someone be reading this? Why would they be interested in 

[the author’s] story?” While reading the first third of this manuscript, I was never able to 

find the answer to my questions. It does read a bit like a memoir or a travel novel, yet 

although he is of Jewish decent and living in a country that played a big part on the 

wrong side of history during WWII, there is no underlining message. I suppose it could 

be “do not fault people for the mistakes of their ancestors,” but that is not strongly 

expressed while I read through this manuscript. If that were the sole focus of this 

manuscript, it would be a success.  

 

[The author] claims in his description that there is an “insistent theme of solace 

and hope,” yet that was lost to me in these first 50 or so pages. I know a lot about [the 

author’s] commute to work and the bookstore he frequents; yet I don’t know anything 

about the people of Berlin. I was hoping for a firsthand account from the inhabitants of 

Berlin, what they felt about the history surrounding Germany’s capital, but that has not 

come. [The author] wants to show his readers that there is more to Berlin than its history, 

but it is hard to accept that without him showing readers the reality.  

 

Furthermore, the ‘short stories’ can’t really be defined as that, since the 

manuscript is more like a long memoir broken up into numerous sections. They all fit 

together and should be written together, but having them separated makes the stories feel 

disjointed. Some sections are long (two to four pages), while others are a mere three 

sentences.   

 

Overall, although this comes from the recommendation of a colleague, I suggest 

[the publisher] pass on this manuscript. While [the author] has the capability to compose 

a well-written continuous narrative type of novel, there is nothing in this story that would 

captivate a large audience. It would be difficult to find the appropriate target market for 

this manuscript. As a result, I don’t believe that [the author’s] story is gripping enough to 

do well in terms of sales.  


