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Synopsis:  

 

Separated into three parts ([sections redacted]) [the author] displays how the 2016 

election was shaped by events that occurred from 1917 on. Bringing up key moments in 

history, such as when Donald Trump’s father, Fred, was arrested in 1927 at a KKK rally, 

to the racial profiling Trump industry preformed on lease applicants, to the impact of 

Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., [the author] uses current and past racial history, 

specifically in New York City, to respond to the confusion most people face after the 

Trump presidential victory.  

 

Marketing:  

 

[The author] teaches Modern History at the [university name redacted] in London. He 

graduated from the University of Manchester with a BA and the University of Kent with 

a PhD. Already a published author, he wrote an article for the Cambridge University 

Press titled [redacted], and for Intellect he wrote [redacted]. He also has a book that will 

be published in 2018 by [publisher redacted] called [redacted]. With a very expansive 

background in American history, and more specifically, racial history, [the author] has 

the appropriate background to tackle this presidential election through those specific 

lenses.  

 

There are many novels out now that outline the 2016 election and numerous analyses 

about the shocking results. Hillary Clinton’s novel What Happened is where the 

Democratic nominee talks about her political campaign and the election in general. [The 

author] lists many other political novels that journal the events surrounding the 2016 

election. For example, he lists Michael Wolff’s Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White 

House (Henry Holt and Co., 2018), How the Hell Did This Happen? The US Election of 

2016 by P.J. O’Rourke (Grove Press, 2016), Devil’s Bargain: Steve Bannon, Donald 

Trump and the Storming of the Presidency by Joshua Green (Penguin, 2017), Katy Tur’s 

Unbelievable: My Front-Row Seat to the Craziest Campaign in American History (Dey 

Street, 2017), and UK journalist Jon Sopel’s If Only They Didn’t Speak English: Note 

from Trump’s America.  



 

Yet, [the author] notes that his novel is one of the only ones that would track back to the 

early 1900s to explain the results of this shocking outcome. The commitment to 

explaining the history of race and why the hundreds of years of racial history played a 

critical part in this election is what will make [Title redacted] stand out from the rest of 

the political novels that are engulfing the world today. 

 

Reader Response:  

 

I found [the author’s] timeline from 1876 to the 2016 election to be very informative and 

expansive. He outlines key points within these years to showcase how crucial racial 

history has been to shaping an election 140 years down the road. For the most part, the 

history that is outlined is in chronological order. There are moments where [the author] 

includes facts from the present to make a concrete argument. For example, [the author] 

includes a quote from Trump’s 2016 campaign that was in reference to the arrest of his 

father at a KKK parade. All information is relevant and helps to solidify [the author’s] 

claim that events from years ago shaped the election in 2016. 

 

One interesting moment is when [the author] describes the shift in both the Democratic 

and Republican parties, where Democrats begin to be more inclusive, creating a new 

electoral coalition for themselves. This is an interesting and important topic when 

discussing the current political climate that most journalists seem to ignore. Talking 

about the shift in political parties, and how that boiled down to racism and the economy, 

showcases the heart of [the author’s] argument.  

 

[The author] writes in a style that is both informative and easy-to-read, giving it a wide 

audience range. Never does [the author] skim over a topic or incident with the 

assumption that the reader should know about it. Instead, he explains the history around 

the topic and how it relates to today. He has the ability to capture the audience through 

his simplistic writing style, focusing more on the facts and arguments rather than the 

rhetoric.  

 

There are important moments surrounding Trump and politics that I feel are missing from 

this analysis. They are the previous moments when Trump ran for president, why he 

failed those times, and how his political parties have changed over the years. These 

historical accounts, in my opinion, play an important role in Trump’s rise to the 

presidency. If they are simply touched upon, it would provide a more robust take to the 

importance of the 2016 election. 

 

My only concern is that [the author] is not in America, or was not in the states during the 

time of the election and thereafter, making his views on the American election seem like 

an “outsiders” take. Many critics could use that as an excuse to not trust [the author’s] 

analysis. Yet, a different approach to that could be that readers should consider [the 

author’s] take on the election simply because he is an outsider. Coming from a biased 

third-party makes for a more factual analysis, and that shows when [the author] refuses to 

ever show favoritism to one side or the other. Each of his claims are rooted in facts, and 



his persistent refusal to stray makes the novel available for both Republicans and 

Democrats to enjoy.  

 

Overall, I recommend [the publisher] consider this proposal. It has an interesting analysis 

regarding the part race and racial history played in shaping this election.  


