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Synopsis: This proposal will outline the past 75 years of history of the Mystery Writers 

of America organization. [The author] will discuss how the publishing market in New 

York City has changed after WWII and how the MWA had to reorganize accordingly. 

For those unfamiliar with MWA, he will include biographies of the founders, early 

directors, and unusual members, and will also show how the company has grown and 

changed through images related to MWA’s offices.   

 

Marketing:  

 

[The author] is very knowledgeable of the mystery genre and world. He interviewed 

many authors, appearing in many national magazines such as The Writer, Over My Dead 

Body, and Mystery Scene, and wrote a biography of [name redacted] ([Title redacted]) in 

2001. That biography was nominated for numerous mystery-related awards such as the 

Edgar, the Agatha, the Anthony, and the Macavity. His second biography, [Title 

redacted], was also nominated for the Agatha award. He won the 2009 Anthony award 

for best critical non-fiction work at Bouchercon for [Title redacted]. It is clear that [the 

author] is very comfortable with the history of mystery authors, making his interest in 

this proposal very fitting. At the moment, he is a contributing editor for [Magazine name 

redacted] magazine.   

 

Comparable Titles: 

• The Golden Age of Murder – Martin Edwards (2016) 

• It’s All One Case: The Illustrated Ross Macdonald – Avery, Kevin, Nelson, Paul 

(2016)  

• The History of Mystery – Max Allan Collins (2001) 

• Bloody Murder: From the Detective Story to the Crime Novel [3rd Edition] – 

Julian Symons (1993) 

For mystery lovers who are looking for a little more information about the genre they 

love and how it shaped into what it is today, there is not much to offer them. Seeing the 

history of the MWA, an organization that formed to help mystery writers, and noting all 

their struggles over the years, would give mystery followers more insight into the topic 

they love. There is a very limited amount of books that fit into the description of [Title 

redacted] which could make this book stand out in a positive way. 



 

Reader Response:  

 

First and foremost, this proposal promised two sample chapters, as well of photos to be 

shown in the coffee-table book, yet one sample chapter, bios, sidebars, and quotes were 

given. I am not sure if this was a deliberate choice, however I would have loved to see a 

little more from this proposal. At the moment, I am not invested in the story of MWA 

that [the author] is laying out for the reader. From the synopsis of each chapter, it seems 

like the MWA went through a great deal of turmoil since the end of WWII. There is a lot 

of information that [the author] can include in this book.  

 

While [the author] discusses where and how the MWA began, it is never deliberately 

stated why this small group of mystery writers formed this coalition. It is mentioned that 

Clayton Rawson took inspiration from the Detection Club, where British crime writers 

joined together. Yet, it never dives into Rawson’s reasoning’s or explanation of his 

curiosity. In the span of a few short paragraphs, this group is formed.  

 

There is a moment in the first chapter where [the author] talks about the turmoil between 

the MWA and the Writer’s Guild. I would love to hear more about the disagreements that 

occurred between the newly-formed MWA and a widely recognized organization such as 

the Writer’s Guild. There is a meeting between the two that is mentioned; yet I wish to 

hear more about what happened during that meeting for the two to come to an 

understanding.  

 

It is also important to note that this is being sold as a coffee-table book, meaning that it 

will be in homes to be put on display and for people to skim through. I think this is an 

interesting approach for a history on mystery book, and it could do very well within this 

category.  

 

I do think this could be a book that sells well, especially with the MWA’s 75th 

anniversary approaching. With the inclusion of prominent members writing blurbs and 

reviews for this book, as the agent promises, it has the potential to be a bestseller amongst 

mystery enthusiasts. However, I would caution that readers might be left disappointed, as 

so far, [the author] barely grazes the surface of such a large organization and the struggles 

they faced over 75 years. It may be that I need to read more of this manuscript to see 

more in-depth analysis of the MWA. If it is possible, before making a decision, it might 

be best to ask the agent for the second chapter sample as well as the photos [the author] 

wishes to include in the book. 

 


