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Synopsis:  

When Zena, the adopted daughter of an incredibly rich Swedish businessman, Thorsten, 

goes missing, Detective Natalya of the Russian Police takes the case. After lies from the 

suspects and betrayals from her coworkers, Natalya learns that Zena’s father is actually 

the gangster Yori and that Thorsten had an affair with his wife while he was in prison. 

While Thorsten was trying to smuggle Yuri’s wife away, they get into a car crash and she 

dies, leaving Zena with Thorsten. Now a young adult, Zena receives cryptic emails, who 

we later learn are from her father’s lawyer, Anatoly, telling her that her real father is still 

alive, contradictory to what Thorsten has been telling her. Anatoly, who is secretly 

working with Yuri, insists that Zena go to Russia to find her real father. In the end, Zena 

and Thorsten are reunited and safe at last, while Yuri is dead and Anatoly is on his way to 

jail.  

 

Marketing:  

This is the first in a crime novel set following Detective Natalya in her cases within the 

Russian police department. It has been shortlisted for The Crime Writers Association 

Debut Dagger Award. The agent claims that fans of Jo Nesbo (Norwegian author of The 

Harry Hole Series) or Scandinavian drama readers would enjoy this series.  

Comp Titles: 

▪ Cormoran Strike Series by Robert Galbraith (aka JK Rowling) 

▪ Harry Bosch Series by Michael Connelly 

▪ Women’s Murder Club Series by James Patterson 

▪ Jack Noble Series by L.T. Ryan 

▪ Sandhamn Murders by Viveca Sten 

▪ The Maria Kallio Series by Leena Lehtolainen 

▪ The Rebekka Franck Series by Willow Rose 

Crime novels are on the rise and becoming increasingly more popular. There are also the 

crime shows like Bones and CSI that are long running TV shows still popular to this day. 

However, that means that the market is very crowded, and this series would have to have 

an identifiable quality that separates it from the rest. With all the attention on Russia now 

after the election, a Russian cop could be that feature. Showing the honestly about the 



corruption of Russia and their police force (assuming that what the author writes is based 

in truth), could prove to be very interesting for readers.  

 

Reader Response:  

The plot of the novel itself was very interesting. A rich Swedish girl is kidnapped 

in Russia, where the police force is as corrupt as the criminals themselves. There is a lot 

in the story that kept me reading throughout the entire manuscript, but when I got to the 

twists, they fell flat and felt forced. In the first twist, when the burnt body turned out to 

not be Zena, but her friend’s, I was not surprised in the least. What stuck me as odd about 

the body they found was that they immediately identified it as Zena, because her bag was 

nearby, yet no autopsy was done to prove it was actually her. This seemed illogical and 

unrealistic, and nothing felt as suspenseful as the writer was making it out to be. I felt the 

same way when we learned Zena’s parentage, or when we learned that Thorsten’s lawyer 

was helping Yuri the entire time.  

The tone is the biggest problem in this manuscript. Each scene is written in a 

monotone way, and the pacing of this novel was wrong. Another reason this manuscript 

felt flat is because these characters are incredibly bland and their relationships did not 

feel natural. It was very difficult differentiating one character from the other, and when a 

handful of new characters were added during the climax of the novel, it made everything 

more confusing. Even the narrator, Natalya, had no personality to her. I felt no sympathy 

when the dead bodies were found or satisfaction when the “bad guy” of the novel, Yuri, 

was killed. For a crime thriller I expected a lot more emotion and drama to be shown in 

this novel. There is nothing about the characters that makes me care about their fate. No 

one has any interesting qualities that make them stand out from one another.  

Something that bothered me tremendously is that there are so many sensitive and 

triggering moments and topics that are written without care or consideration. In the first 

chapter, there is slut shaming. Zena drunkenly kisses a boy at a club that her friend was 

talking to, and curses herself out for “behaving like a slut” and runs into the night, drunk 

and alone (18). It is at this moment that Zena comes close to being raped, and reading this 

scene made me feel very uncomfortable because of the nonchalant way the author 

handled it. If there was someone reading this novel that experienced any kind of sexual 

assault, I could see them closing the book right away and not continuing. Also, the reveal 

that one of Natalya’s Sergeants is gay was poorly shown. Although being gay may not be 

widely accepted in Russian culture, the narration makes it seem as though him being gay 

is a problem. Other officers make crude comments about the gay Sergeant, and the 

narrator does not directly state that these comments are wrong and hurtful. Also, because 

the tone is completely bland, the insults feel forced, and as a result, uncomfortable to 

read. 

Overall, I suggest [the publisher] pass on this manuscript. Although the plot itself 

is interesting, and the main detective working in a corrupt Russian police force is 

promising, there are just too many errors. There is a chance that if the author read my 

criticism and rewrote the manuscript, it could be a satisfying crime series to read. Yet, as 

it is, this manuscript is poorly written and would require too much editing work to make 

it sellable.  


