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Synopsis: Separated into eight parts [redacted], [the author] explores the history, science, 

and trends surrounding cosmetics and how they influence our society.  

 

Marketing: [The author] is a writer and illustrator who has written about makeup (as 

well as other topics) on a number of sites: The Toast, Jezebel, FLARE, Broadly, 

Apartment Therapy, BarDown, McSweeny’s Internet Tendency, and Deadspin. 

[Redacted]. 

 
The author lists her social platforms and mentions how she would be able to self-
promote her book. Yet, her last Tumblr post (a blog that consists of reviewing 
Sephora makeup reviews) was from 9 months ago, and does not directly discuss her 
knowledge or advice about makeup; also her notes (i.e. the activity on posts) are 
limited. The same can be said about her Twitter and Instagram account. Her website 
simply lists articles she’s written, and posts photos she has both drawn and taken. 
 
Recent and upcoming publications related to [Title]: 

• Timeless: Recreate the Classic Makeup and Hairstyles from 100 Years of Beauty 
– Louise Young & Loulia Sheppard (October 2, 2018) 

• Pretty Iconic: A Personal Look at the Beauty Products That Changed the World 
– Sali Hughes (September 6, 2018) 

• Terrible and Toxic Makeup (Bizarre History of Beauty) – Anita Croy (August 
15, 2018) 

• Painted Faces: A Colorful History of Cosmetics – Susan Stewart (April 1, 2018) 
• Classic Beauty: The History of Makeup – Gabriela Hernandez (May 28, 2017) 

 
There seems to be some traffic regarding cosmetics and makeup history. There have 
been two makeup history books that were recently published within the last year, 
and three upcoming publications. While this is not a high volume category, I believe 
a humorous and factual makeup history book could do well. Personally, I think it 
might sell best as a “coffee-table” type of book instead of a traditional history book.  
 



Reader Response:  

 

The author clearly did a lot of research to write this proposal, and it shows. There is an 

incredible amount of detail that is all relevant to each specific topic she is discussing. 

However, (and I am not sure if this is typical in a proposal), but I don’t see any sources. 

From the limited background I have on Egyptian and Roman history, for example, the 

history seems factual, but that is not guaranteed.  

 

The categories are very distinct and they each tell an interesting story about a different 

part of cosmetics. I am interested to see how [the author] expands on each of the 

categories, since from the two sample chapters she provided, there is a lot of attention to 

detail both about history and current events.   

 

Since [the author] is hoping to target a wide range of people and ages to this book (teens 

to mid-40s, namely those with interests in: cosmetics, unusual histories, and/or women’s 

issues), her references must speak to everyone within those ages and categories. Yet, 

there are many instances where the author’s references feel limited and reach only a 

specific generation, when her goal should be to make widely known references that target 

everyone. (Personally, I fall into the young adult category of people who are interested in 

unique histories.) On page 39, she speaks of New Romantics and Jem and the Holograms, 

which people that grew up in the 80s may know about, but I had to look up. This was also 

the case regarding Twiggy’s “drawn-on lower lashes” – fashion enthusiast might know 

immediately what [the author] is referring to, yet it was lost on me (37). Possibly if there 

were photos, or footnotes that actually explained the references in the text, I might not 

have felt so excluded. However, I did enjoy her Harry Potter joke on page 24. 

 

The humor in the footnotes is questionable, as I can see a lot of people responding 

positively to it, yet there may be some, like me, who are could put off by the blatant 

humor. I appreciate that [the author] wants to write a factual book that reads as a 

conversation and incorporates easy-going humor. However, in my opinion, the comedy 

feels forced and insincere.  

 

That being said, there are some lines that made me chuckle. For example she says, 

“…dead bodies immediately start decomposing (which is very rude of them)” (43). This 

sarcastic humor speaks to a lot of people and fits into the “snarky” tone the proposal is 

hoping to achieve. This is much better than the anecdotes the author tries to force upon 

her readers. For example: “Rather than bury bodies close to the river (where they could 

be washed away during floods and end up in a front yard or something^18) … 18^ ‘Hey 

Thutmose, what does the cat have in its mout-OH MY GODS.’” (44). I feel that the 

length and quantity of these extra notes take away and distract the reader from the facts 

being delivered. There is a right way to incorporate humor into a factual book, yet [the 

author] does not always achieve this.  

 

Since the humor and the references could simply be a personal issue, and others would 

enjoy both, it might be best to have another opinion on this before making a concrete 

decision.  


