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Synopsis: 

Detailing her findings and explorations of the “Cold Climate,” [the author] reiterates 

stories of brave adventurers who ventured into the ice caps, to present day museums that 

have preserved the history of the ice and what has been hiding beneath it. In a changing 

climate, with ice melting quicker than humans can control, history reveals itself beneath 

the ice and societies learn how to live in a formerly icy environment. 

 

Marketing: 

[The author] is a writer and visual artist, having traveled to different residencies with 

Arctic museums since 2010. In 2013 her book, [Title redacted], won the [redacted] 

Award. The precursor to this manuscript, her 2014 essay [Title redacted], won the 

[redacted] Non-Fiction Prize. In [year redacted], she was acknowledged as a [Magazine 

name redacted] ‘Wonder Woman,’ for her work involving environmental issues, 

including The Polar Tombola. This was an interactive live literature event that she toured 

throughout the UK. According to the Scottish Poetry Library, her work is considered 

‘seminal.’ 

In a society where climate change is a never-ending discussion, there will always be a 

market for books in this genre. Compared to [the Title], these releases all speak about 

climate change and how it is affecting different aspects of life.  

 

Comp Titles:  

▪ The End of Ice: Bearing Witness and Finding Meaning in the Path of Climate 

Disruption by Dahr Jamail (Jan 15, 2019) 

▪ One of Ten Billion Earths: How We Learn About Our Planet’s Past and Future 

from Distant Exoplanets by Karel Schrijver (Oct 2, 2018) 

▪ Timefulness: How Thinking Like a Geologist Can Help Save the World by Marcia 

Bjornerud (Sept 11, 2018) 

▪ Climate Justice: Hope, Resilience, and the Fight for a Sustainable Future by 

Mary Robinson (Sept 4, 2018) 

▪ Weather: An Illustrated History: From Cloud Atlases to Climate Change by 

Andrew Revkin and Lisa Mechaley (May 1, 2018) 

▪ Brave New Arctic: The Untold Story of the Melting North by Mark C. Serreze 

(April 17, 2018) 



▪ A Farewell to Ice: A Report from the Arctic by Peter Wadhams (Sept 5, 2017) 

▪ The Water Will Come: Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of the 

Civilized World by Jeff Goodell (Oct 24, 2017) 

▪ The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History by Elizabeth Kolbert (Jan 6, 2015)  

 

Reader Report: 

[The author] does not directly start talking about climate change until page 60. Here, she 

discusses the Snowchange conference in Alaska in 2005. Yet, even then, the conversation 

is short. For a book with a foundation rooted in this topic, this topic should be in the 

introduction and referenced throughout the book. Also, for being such a voice for 

environmental change, this manuscript gives off the impression that [the author] is 

relishing in the now melting ice so that further history can be discovered. She also makes 

odd comments such as this one: “Despite everyone’s concerns about the ice vanishing, 

winter temperatures still reach -20°C, and we will need to keep warm” (70). 

 

There are some instances where [the author] tells stories related to ice adventures that are 

quite interesting. Yet, they are sometimes hard to follow and are interspersed with the 

present-day monologue. There is a lot of additional information that doesn’t have to do 

with the retreating ice line that distracts from the focus of the book. For example, there is 

an entire paragraph where the different studying methods in Ancient Greece are 

explained (28). [The author] jumps from narrative to narrative so much that it became 

hard to follow along and, as someone who is fascinated by climate change and how it’s 

affecting our everyday life, I began losing interest.   

 

[The author] introduces ordinary people without introduction. For example, on page 49, 

she states that Mette-Sofie picks her up at the station. This is the first time that person is 

introduced to the reader, yet we are not told who she is or why she is relevant. Similarly, 

[the author] does not mention her credentials for writing this book once. Based on the 

author bio from the UK publisher, [the author] seems to be an important person for 

environmental issues. Yet, she doesn’t fully explain why she was first invited to the 

Upernavik Museum in Greenland and what her purpose was. It is small details like this 

that could frustrate and confuse a reader.    

 

Overall, I am not quite sure what [the author] is trying to “prove” with this book. In the 

introduction and first chapter there is no hint to [the author’s] purpose, and she does 

nothing to draw the reader in. This is a science-based book, and [the author] has clearly 

done an extensive amount of research. Unfortunately, I was not interested to read until 

the end. Personally, I am interested in climate change and the history of life within 

climates that are assumed to be uninhabitable. Yet, I felt [the author] was unable to 

deliver a satisfying and enjoyable read, which leads me to recommend that [the publisher] 

pass on this manuscript.   


